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Dear Community Partners,                                   

                                                    

As the Health Council of South Florida draws the 2009-2010 fiscal year 
to a close, I am truly grateful for the demonstration of support and 
collaboration from our community partners. This past quarter was a 
testament to the tireless efforts and committed individuals who made 
our accomplishments possible and allowed the Health Council of South 
Florida to reap the fruits of our labor.  It is with great pleasure that we 
announce that the HCSF 41st Annual Luncheon Meeting held on May 
18th, at the Biltmore Hotel was an overwhelming success.  This 
meeting provided more than 230 attendees with an opportunity to 
meet and network with representatives from hospitals, nursing homes, 
HMO's, community organizations, program funders and health industry 
professionals.  I am also enthused to share that the Miami Matters 
website was launched at a press conference held prior to the Luncheon 
Meeting. This innovative, web-based tool is now available to assist 
community leaders and elected officials to make data-driven decisions, 
based on current information that will address gaps in services or areas 
with less than favorable outcomes.   

 
In addition, the Florida Association of Free Clinics (FAFC) held its first 
strategic planning meeting, bringing together more than 50 
administrators from 35 Free Clinics across the state. The meeting 
provided an opportunity for networking as well as a neutral platform to 
share challenges and best practices among service providers. Attendees 
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had the opportunity to preview the soon to be launched FAFC web 
portal that will provide increased communication, resource 
development and collaborative opportunities for participating clinics.  

  

The efforts during this past year have proven fruitful and have laid the 
groundwork for our focus in the upcoming year. We look to you, our 
community partners, for continued support to enhance and cultivate 
these initiatives as we move forward in strengthening our alliances to 
forge positive change in Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties. 

 
Best regards, 

   

Marisel Losa, MHSA 

President & Chief Executive Officer 

Save the Date 

  



STATE OF FLORIDA HIGHLIGHTS 

THE LEVY LEGISLATIVE UPDATE   

State of the State  
by Robert M. Levy, Legislative Consultant to HCSF 
  
THE STATE OF HEALTHCARE IN THE STATE (June, 2010) 
by Bob Levy 
  
As you may be aware, the qualifying deadline for Florida federal and 
statewide candidates was June 18 at noon. For your convenience, we 
prepared a breakdown of the key political races for this year's elections 
based on the latest information provided by the Florida Division of 
Elections. For more details on the Florida's federal, statewide and local 
candidates, please see the full Levy Report by clicking here or click 
this link to the Florida Division of Elections for a complete list of all 
candidates for all races. The primaries for these races are scheduled 
for August 24th.  If a runoff is required, it will be held on November 
2nd. 
  
Is the Economy Turning Around? 
 
Florida's May unemployment rate dipped to 11.7 percent, only the 
second time state jobless levels have dropped in more than four years, 
and a sign some say shows the economy is turning around. 
  
The May rate was 0.3 percentage points lower than a revised 12.0 
percent figure for April, but still remained higher than the 9.4 percent 
revised figure for May 2009. The state figure remains above the 
national average, which fell 0.2 percentage points in May from the  
previous month to 9.7 percent. 
 
Florida's total nonagricultural employment in May 2010 was 7,224,900, 
representing a net gain of 20,300 jobs over the month. That figure, 
however, includes the addition of 23,000 temporary Census workers. 
The findings though, also show Florida's annual rate of job loss slowing 
-- from its steepest 6.9 percent decline in March 2009 to May's 0.7 
percent dip, a loss of 50,300 jobs from last year. 
 
 But at least one economist says the monthly unemployment drop may 
not mark signs of a real economic rebound. More sustained 
improvement will be needed to gauge whether the easing 
unemployment will continue or if it's the result of a short-term surge 
fueled by Census hiring. 
 
The May percentage rate translates into 1.1 million jobless out of a 
labor force of 9.3 million. The figure however, does not include 
discouraged workers who have stopped looking, the under-employed 
and those working part-time instead of full time.  
 
 
   



FEDERAL HEALTHCARE REFORM 
 
Most people have their eye on 2014 when the Federal Healthcare 
Reform really kicks in.  For a fact sheet from the National Conference 
of State Legislatures, which has an important list of implementations, 
please click here. 
  
Also, note that, HHS has apparently already missed several deadlines 
regarding implementation of the new law, including: 
  
*Complying with an important transparency in government provision 
requiring HHS to publish a list of its new authorities (Sec. 1552; 
required by April 22, 2010); 
 
*Proposing methodology and criteria for designating what qualifies as 
"medically underserved populations" and "health professions shortage 
areas" (Sec 5602; required May 7, 2010); 
  
*Establishing a government task force to develop a strategy to improve 
the government health care programs in Alaska (Sec 5104; required by 
May 7, 2010); and 
 
*Establishing an advisory committee to assist in creating and 
conducting an advertising campaign to educate young women about 
breast cancer and breast health, including early detection (Sec 10413;  
required by May 22, 2010). 
 
President Obama guaranteed the American Nursing Association recently 
that "July 1, Americans denied coverage because of preexisting 
conditions will be able to enroll in a new national insurance pool."  
That means the states that refused to run the program themselves, 
leaving that task to the feds, could well be the first to start delivering 
benefits.   
  
For additional information concerning legislative healthcare issues, 
please contact Bob Levy at Robert M. Levy & Associates, offices in 
Tallahassee (850) 681-0254 and Miami (305) 758-1194.  

AIDS INSURANCE CONTINUATION PROGRAM (AICP) 

 

 

AICP Enrollment Update:  
  
2009 AICP Client Survey 
The AICP distributes a survey to all actively enrolled clients every year. 
The information obtained from the survey provides a mechanism for 



gaining insight into the perceived value of AICP and the quality of care 
received through the program.  The survey incorporates a series of key 
quality-outcomes which include client perceptions concerning (a) 
personal quality of health; (b) intensity of health care services and 
utilization; and (c) quality of access to specialized HIV/AIDS care.  In 
2009, the client satisfaction rating on AICP Overall Quality was 95%.  
  

 

  
AICP at the 2010 National HIV/AIDS Social Work Conference 
AICP was pleased to present at the 2010 National HIV/AIDS Social Work 
Conference in Denver Colorado, on May 29, 2010.  During the 
conference Robert C. Sandrock Jr., AICP Director, presented on AICP as 
a national model of insurance continuation service delivery for persons 
living with HIV/AIDS. Some of the presentation highlights included 
AICP's cost effectiveness and cost avoidance, client satisfaction 
outcomes, and access to private healthcare services through a 
statewide public-private partnership.  
  
For additional information, please contact Robert Sandrock, HIV/AIDS 
Division Senior Manager/AICP Director at (305) 592-1452, ext. 111 or 
via email at rsandrock@healthcouncil.org. 

FLORIDA ASSOCIATION OF FREE CLINICS (FAFC) 

 

The Florida Association of Free Clinics (FAFC) held its first Strategic 
Planning Meeting on Friday, June 4th in Orlando, which was graciously 
funded by Allegany Franciscan Ministries. The meeting was productive 
and dynamic, with over 50 attendees representing more than 35 clinics 
statewide and afforded a unique opportunity for the clinic members to 
meet and network among themselves, medical suppliers and other 
foundations. More importantly, the participants were able to share 
information regarding the strategic planning points and goals of the 
Association.   
  



FAFC Strategic Planning Meeting 

                                                                              
After the successful conclusion of FAFC's first Strategic Planning 
Meeting, the Executive Committee will convene to review and finalize 
the 2010-2012 FAFC Strategic Plan.  
  
The HCSF continues to work with the Director of Program Management 
for FIU's Health Information Technology Initiative, to develop an 
informative and dynamic FAFC web portal. The FAFC web portal will be 
available to members shortly, providing increased communication, 
resource development and collaborative opportunities for Free Clinic 
members and interested parties. In the meantime, please visit our 
informative FAFC webpage on the HCSF's website which can be 
accessed at http://www.healthcouncil.org/freeclinics.asp. This 
webpage provides FAFC newsletters, news, publications, Free Clinic 
related links, special offers, grant opportunities, membership 
information and application form. 
 
For additional information please contact  Manivone Douangdara, 
Community Health Specialist, at (305) 592-1452, ext. 120 or via email 
at manie@healthcouncil.org 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY HIGHLIGHTS 

  

MIAMI MATTERS INITIATIVE  

 

The Miami Matters website was officially launched on May 18, 2010, at 
the Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables.  Among the many attendees at the 
launch was Marylin Rey, representing Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Alvarez, 



who presented the Health Council with a Proclamation declaring May 
18th - Miami Matters Day. 
  

L to R: Dr. Deryk Van Brunt, CEO of the Healthy 
Communities Institute; Marisel Losa, HCSF 
President & CEO; José Perdomo, Incoming HCSF 
Board Chair; and Albert Collazo, HCSF Outgoing 
Board Chair   

  

 

L to R: Dr. Lillian Rivera, Administrator, 
Miami-Dade County Health Department; 
Marisel Losa, HCSF President & CEO; and 
Albert Collazo, HCSF Outgoing Board Chair 

  



 

HCSF leadership partnered with HCI to not 
only present Miami Matters to community 
partners and the media, but also recognize 
the initiative's invaluable supporters.   

  

 

Marylin Rey of the Office of Miami-Dade 
County Mayor Carlos Alvarez presented 
Marisel Losa, HCSF President & CEO, with 
the Miami Matters Proclamation 

   



 

L to R: Nelson Lazo, Doctor's Hospital; Omar 
Pasalodos, Health Foundation of South 
Florida; Ed Rosasco, University of Miami 

  
Miami Matters serves as a data repository for quality-of-life indicators, 
providing county level data on issues such as HIV/AIDS, water quality 
and violent crime.  Also included when available, is zip code level 
data that shows hospitalizations for health issues such as diabetes, 
cancers, STD's and other infectious diseases. The site will also provide 
lifestyle indicators such as rates of smoking, DUI's, drug dependence, 
etc.   
  
Deryk Van Brunt DrPH, CEO of the Healthy Communities Institute, the 
site developers stated, "I present a challenge to the     Miami-Dade 
community members to not just peruse the website, but to make 
improvements within the health and socioeconomic indicators." 
  
Miami Matters web address: www.miamidadematters.org  
  
Supporters of the Miami Matters initiative recognized at the event 
include: Presenting Sponsor Health Foundation of South Florida; Gold 
Sponsors Baptist Health South Florida and  Miami-Dade County; Silver 
Sponsors Allegany Franciscan Ministries, Inc. and Sanofi-aventis; and 
Bronze Sponsors Miami-Dade County Health Department, Miami 
Children's Hospital, The Children's Trust and BlueCross BlueShield of 
Florida. 
 
  
For additional information regarding data and indicators, please 
contact Shelley Glasgow-Wilson, Senior Community Health Specialist,  
at (305) 592-1452, ext. 107 or via email at sglasgow@healthcouncil.org  
  
For sponsorship opportunities, please contact Vanessa Rodriguez, 
Community Health & Advocacy Specialist, at (305) 592-1452, ext. 118 
or via email at vrodriguez@healthcouncil.org 
 
 
 



CONSORTIUM FOR A HEALTHIER MIAMI-DADE  

 

The HCSF is working with the Miami-Dade County Health Department 
and the Consortium as the evaluator for the American Recovery 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 Communities Putting Prevention to Work 
grant.  In its role as evaluator, the HCSF is responsible for the 
development and implementation of evaluation plans for each 
component of the initiative, as well as the overall impact of the grant 
during its two-year implementation.  
  
The HCSF is also facilitating planning activities for the Consortium in 
support of the development of a new four-year strategic plan.  These 
activities include a membership assessment and SWOT Analysis in 
preparation for the 2010 Strategic Planning Retreat to be held in July. 
  
For additional information, please contact Shelley Glasgow-Wilson, 
Senior Community Health Specialist, at (305) 592-1452 ext. 107 or via 
email at sglasgow@healthcouncil.org 

HOSPITAL PREPAREDNESS CONSORTIUM 

 

The Miami-Dade County Hospital Preparedness Consortium (MDCHPC) 
continues to strive for 100 percent participation from Miami-Dade 
County hospitals to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for 
coordination of aid services during an event of disaster. To date, 28 of 
the 34 hospitals in the county have signed the MDCHPC MOU.  
  
Recently, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), conducted site assessments of three Miami-Dade hospitals 
for CDC Chempack containers. Presently, the Florida Department of 
Health, Office of Emergency Operations, in conjunction with the 
Regional Domestic Security Task Force (RDSTF), Region VII, Health and 
Medical co-chairs, are facilitating the placement of one transferred 
Chempack with the transfer of two additional containers at a later 
time. Currently, MDCHPC is working to develop guidelines for hospitals 



to follow in order to stock a variety of chemical antidotes in the event 
of a nerve agent attack.  
  
For further information please join us at the bimonthly MDCHPC and 
committee meetings. To RSVP to meetings and/or learn more about 
the MDCHPC, please contact Cristina Tuero, Health Planning Services 
Coordinator at 305-592-1452 ext. 100 or via email at 
ctuero@healthcouncil.org.  
  
For additional information about the Consortium, please visit 
http://www.mdchospitals.org.  

MIAMI-DADE HEALTH ACTION NETWORK (MD-HAN) 

 

  
As a collaborative of safety-net providers in Miami-Dade County, the 
Miami-Dade Health Action Network (MD-HAN) continues to discuss the 
current crisis facing the Jackson Health System and how it affects the 
safety-net of Miami-Dade County. Co-Chaired by Yolangel Hernandez-
Suarez, M.D., and Annie Neasman, RN, MS, the MD-HAN extended its 
support to the restructuring of the Jackson Health System.  During this 
period of significant transitions, the MD-HAN continues to promote an 
integrated system for serving Miami-Dade's uninsured and underinsured 
populations and maintains its accessibility to the community as 
requested.      
 
New Subcommittee to Address Chronic Disease Issues in Miami-Dade  
Recently, MD-HAN provided a letter of support to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in favor of a proposal submitted 
by Health Choice Network.  The recent grant opportunity titled 
National Program to Eliminate Diabetes-Related Disparities in 
Vulnerable Populations, targets communities in Miami-Dade County 
that are particularly affected by conditions that increase the risk of 
developing diabetes. As a result of this project, MD-HAN has recently 
developed the Chronic Disease Subcommittee. This Subcommittee is a 
collaborative effort between Health Choice Network and MD-HAN. 
Health Choice Network will serve as the administrative and fiscal lead, 
while MD-HAN serves as the community and regional governance lead, 
bringing together multiple sectors to address the health disparities 
Miami-Dade currently faces.  
  
Tri-County Common Eligibility Committee 
Currently, the Tri-County Committee is finalizing a business plan for 
the utilization of the One-E-App System. The One-E-App System is a 
web-based system designed to help families connect to publicly funded 
health and human services programs, improving communication 



between providers, and increasing the coordination of care throughout 
the safety-net. It offers flexible technology that can be quickly and 
economically adapted to meet local program and workflow needs. The 
Tri-County Committee is working diligently to ensure consistency for 
both clients and providers in South Florida, while reducing the overall 
cost of the initiative. In addition, the Tri-County Committee is actively 
searching for additional funding to initiate this program throughout 
Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach Counties.  
  
To learn more and/or participate in MD-HAN bimonthly Network 
meetings, please contact Cristina Tuero at (305) 592-1452 ext. 100 or 
via email at ctuero@healthcouncil.org. 

 

MONROE COUNTY HIGHLIGHTS 

   

MONROE COUNTY LOCAL COORDINATING BOARD FOR 
TRANSPORTATION DISADVANTAGED (LCB)  

The Health Council of South Florida continues to serve as the 
Designated Official Planning Agency for the Florida Commission for the 
Transportation Disadvantaged (CTD) Program in Monroe County.  The 
Council staffs and facilitates the quarterly meetings of the Local 
Coordinating Board (LCB) and is currently working on the revision of 
the Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan to be presented to the 
LCB for approval. 

  

For further information please contact Shelley-Anne Glasgow-Wilson, 
Senior Community Health Specialist, at (305) 592-1452, ext. 107 or via 
email at sglasgow@healthcouncil.org. 

HEALTH COUNCIL COMMITTEES  

  
  

ETHICS COMMITTEE   

The Ethics Committee continues to serve as an unbiased forum and 
resource to identify and address ethical issues related to health status, 
access to health care, and health disparities in Miami-Dade and Monroe 
Counties. Chaired by Deacon Albert Mindel, MSFS, MA, the Committee 
has been working closely to identify potential issues of ethical concern 
faced by the overstressed health care system. Their advocacy efforts 
focus on highlighting the needs and rights of the community's most 
underserved populations without bias.  As a volunteer-based 
committee, this team of experts continually lends guidance to HCSF 
leadership.     
 
For additional information please contact Vanessa Rodriguez, 
Community Health & Advocacy Specialist, at (305) 592-1452 ext. 118 or 
via email at vrodriguez@healthcouncil.org. 
 



POLICY, PLANNING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE (PPAC)  

The Health Council is proud to announce that the Policy, Planning and 
Advisory Scholarship Subcommittee selected Nicholas Figueroa, from 
the FIU Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine, as the HCSF 2010 
Scholarship Award recipient. The scholarship was established to 
provide assistance to students who demonstrate the following:  
financial need, academic achievement, a focus in primary care, and a 
desire to reside and serve vulnerable populations within this 
community once they have completed their studies. The Council 
worked with the financial aid offices of the University of Miami, Miami-
Dade College, Florida International University and Barry University to 
make the scholarship opportunity available to as many eligible students 
as possible. Led by David Saltman, LCSW, PPAC continues to serve a 
vital role in the organization's strategic planning efforts and in the 
formulation of its legislative agenda.   
  
For further information please contact Vanessa Rodriguez, Community 
Health & Advocacy Specialist, at   (305) 592-1452 ext. 118 or via email 
at vrodriguez@healthcouncil.org. 

HCSF 41st Annual Luncheon Meeting 

The Health Council of South Florida (HCSF) held its Annual Luncheon on 
Tuesday, May 18th, 2010, at the Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables.  Event 
highlights included Florida House Representative David Rivera 
performing the 2010 Board Installation and presenting Miami Children's 
Hospital's José Perdomo as the Incoming Board Chair.  The 2nd Annual 
HCSF Scholarship aimed at addressing the shortage of medical 
professionals in Miami-Dade County was awarded to local 2nd year 
medical student Nicholas Figueroa.  The keynote speaker was Princeton 
University's Alejandro Portes, Ph.D, speaking to the concerns of 
immigration and its affect on healthcare.  HCSF President, Marisel 
Losa, delivered updates on the organization's initiatives from the past 
year including the Florida Association of Free Clinics and Miami 
Matters.  Ms. Losa concluded the Luncheon by presenting attendees 
with an emergency medical data USB.  The annual meeting serves not 
only as a venue to thank community partners, supporters and 
committee members, but also serves as an opportunity to collaborate 
among legislators, hospital executives and health care providers for the 
betterment of the community.   

Florida Representative David Rivera 
performs the HCSF Board Installation. 



 

 

 

 

 

L to R: Nelson Lazo, Treasurer; Rev. Ted Greer, 
Board Member; Fred Stock, Board Member; Edward 
Rosasco, Vice Chair; Rep. David Rivera; Arianna 
Nesbitt, Board Member; Debra Walker, Secretary; 
José Perdomo, Incoming Board Chair 

 

 

David Saltman, Visiting Professor, Florida 
International University; Marisel Losa, HCSF 
President, Health Council of South Florida; 
Nicholas Figueroa, Medical Student, Florida 
International University; Dr. Robert 
Dollinger, Assistant Dean for Student Affairs 
of FIU Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Keynote Speaker Alejandro Portes, PhD, 
Harrison and Gabrielle Snyder Beck Professor 
of Sociology Director of the Center for 
Migration & Development, Princeton 
University 

 

 
  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS RECOGNITION  

On Thursday, May 13, 2010, the HCSF Board of Directors participated in 
a recognition ceremony hosted by the Miami-Dade County Commission. 
The event was attended by Mr. José Perdomo, HCSF Incoming Board 
Chair and Vanessa Rodriguez, HCSF Community Health and Advocacy 
Specialist. The County Board Recognition Program, sponsored by 
Chairman Dennis Moss and Vice-Chair Jose "Pepe" Diaz, set forth a plan 
to recognize members of county boards, who selflessly perform a 
valuable service to our community. The HCSF Board of Directors was 
especially commended for their work in addressing some of the most 
critical issues affecting the health and wellness of Miami-Dade and 
Monroe Counties' residents, and for their ongoing commitment to 
health planning in South Florida. 

 

   

  



UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

Wednesday, July 28, 2010 
Miami-Dade County Hospital Preparedness Consortium  
General Meeting 
3:00 PM - 4:30 PM 
Miami Dade County Health Department 
8600 NW 17th St 
Doral, FL  33126 
  
Friday, August 27, 2010 
Health Council of South Florida's Summer Social 
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
Rodez Art Gallery 
3015 Grand Ave, Ste. 237  
Coconut Grove, FL 33133   
Click here to purchase tickets 
  

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  
The HCSF works diligently to ensure that messages are professional and visually appealing.  Please be advised 
that formatting (font, color, alignment) may appear altered or distorted due to display options from your email 
provider / software. 


